
 

Dear FTiH Team, 

Forward Together in Hope: Partnership Proposal 

I am writing on behalf of the below-listed parishes to outline our willingness to develop a single 

partnership of existing parishes. All parties have considered a number of permutations for 

partnership with neighbouring parishes and following a meeting on Sunday 20th November 2016, it 

was agreed that the below-listed intimate our willingness to progress together, subject to approval 

by the Diocesan Board. 

The proposed partnership would comprise: 

 Benton St Aidan’s 

 Forest Hall St Mary’s 

 North Gosforth Sacred Heart 

 Gosforth St Charles’ 

 Jesmond Holy Name. 
 

In taking forward this intention to form a partnership, the partner parishes seek further information 

about the likely expected “shape” of partnerships. In particular, we seek information about 

leadership, financial structures, legal responsibilities and the like. We see there being two principal 

models: 

1. The Co-ordinating Partnership 

In this model, the existing “church units” would remain very much as is. They would each 

retain their own bank accounts and balances, be responsible for their assets, have a 

structure of Parish Council along with myriad lay volunteer activities. They would retain the 

power to contract. The partnership would co-ordinate certain top-level activities, not the 

least of which would be their priest(s). 

2. The Leadership Partnership 

In this, the “church units” would be clearly subsidiary to the Partnership, which would be led 

by a Partnership Council, or similar, and would have a clearly identified “priest-in-charge”. 

The responsibilities currently associated with being a Parish Priest for each of the “church 

units” would be translated to the “priest-in-charge” who with his Partnership Council, and 

hopefully other priests, would lead the area as a single entity, which would have the power 

to contract. In this model, the assets and responsibilities of all the “church units” would be 

managed at partnership level. 
 

We have completed data about the proposed partnership and each partnership parish which is 

attached to this letter of intent. However, we have not included any details concerning the 

development and on-going working of the partnership, since this is very much dependent upon the 

selected model of partnership and, indeed, on the approval of the composition of the partnership. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Ged Downey 

For and on behalf of the parishes of St Aidan’s, St Mary’s, Sacred Heart, St Charles’ and The Holy 

Name 


